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Abstract 

Australia’s national commitment in the Alice Springs Declaration toward Aboriginal knowledges, 

ways of knowing, and by virtue, pedagogies, reinforces that diverse traditions have different 

epistemologies that are enacted in distinct pedagogies. Australian Islamic schools are arguably the 

fastest growing cohort of schools in the independent sector and yet also arguably the most 

misunderstood. This presentation will posit that Australian Islamic schools offer more than religious 

studies and a religious ethos within a strong commitment to the ACARA curriculum. Instead, with a 

firm commitment toward equity and excellence in education, Australian Islamic schools offer a 

distinct pedagogy that contributes to educational excellence.   
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