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Abstract
Referencing the shuttering of schools during the COVID-19 crisis, I sketch recent research critiquing
the accelerating omnipresence of technology in education, referencing allegations that software
installs ways of apprehending the world (“data colonialism”), including how we experience and
exploit ourselves and others (the “we-are-data” argument), thereby creating – alongside but also
independent of historical nations – a worldwide techno-nation-state. I will also reference the
Pearson-IBM partnership to manufacture sensors to be implanted under children’s skin to provide
“real-time” cognitive and emotional data during children’s efforts to learn whatever they’re being
taught. I will conclude by describing with my experience teaching online during autumn 2020,
focusing on the possibility of subjective presence within software.
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