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Acknowledgement of Country/Place
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I wish to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this place and all lands upon which 

we meet today. 

In particular, I would like to acknowledge that we meet today on the Traditional Lands of 

the Turrbal People and pay my respects to the Elders past and present for they hold the 

memories, the traditions, the culture and hopes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Australia, and by extension, all of us.

I would like to acknowledge that they are the foundation of our culture and a source of 

pride for our nation. Through their rich and ancient continuous cultures, they have 

developed knowledges that enrich us all.



Agenda
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• Welcome and overview

• Key changes from Version 8.4 to Version 9.0

• Features of the Version 9.0 Australian Curriculum website

• Curriculum planning and transitioning from Version 8.4 to 9.0

• Facilitated planning

• Next steps

• Resources



Key changes



the removal and reduction of content so the curriculum 
can be taught with depth and rigour, including an overall 21% 
reduction in the number of content descriptions

concise, connected and consistent content across the 
3 strands in English

a stronger focus on students mastering the essential 
mathematical facts, skills, concepts and processes, and 
being introduced to these at the right time 

prioritising Australian history in Years 9 and 10 within a 
global context 

deepening students’ understanding of First Nations 
Australian histories and cultures

Summary of 
key changes

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Summary of 
key changes

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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strengthening and making explicit teaching about the 

origins and heritage of Australia's democracy and the 
diversity of Australian communities 

strengthening the explicit teaching of consent and 
respectful relationships from F–10 in 

age-appropriate ways 

addition of privacy and security 
in the Digital Technologies curriculum 

strengthening the focus on students being 
physically active, and content with a focus 

on activity in natural and outdoor settings

strengthening the Foundation year by identifying 
the essential content to teach in the first year 

of school across all 8 learning areas.



English

• Refined content descriptions to ensure concision and 
clarity as well as consistent and connected language 
across the 3 strands

• Achievement standards written in a 3-paragraph 
structure, representing speaking and listening, reading 
and viewing, writing and creating.

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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Mathematics
• Simplified the content structure to 6 strands 

• Embedded the proficiency strands 

• Strengthened focus on mathematical processes, e.g. 
mathematical modelling, computational thinking, 
statistical investigation

• Clarified the role of problem-solving as a mathematical 
process

• Ensured students are introduced to the essential facts, 
skills, concepts and processes at the right time, e.g. 
introduction of fractions, telling time

• Raised curriculum standards, e.g. proficiency with 
multiplication facts beginning with 2s in Year 2 

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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HASS F-6
• Overall reduction in CD numbers of 41%

History 7-10
• Reduced mandatory ‘expectations’ from 12 depth studies 

to 8. 

• Focus on Australian history Years 9 and 10 within broader 
global context

• Recognised the deep time history of Australia

Other HASS 7-10 subjects
• Focus on content reduction, essential discipline specific 

knowledge and greater coherence

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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Science

• Reduced, refined and realigned content across all 

strands

• Aligned the introduction of key topics to other 

international curricula and PISA 2024 Science Strategic 

Vision  

• Aligned the introduction of similar topics with content in 

HASS F-6 (Geography)

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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Health and Physical Education

• Included content descriptions to address the teaching of 

consent from F-10

• address the role of gender, power, coercion and 

disrespect in abusive or violent relationships

• reference sexual activity when teaching about the 

concept of consent in 7-10.

• Strengthened the focus on students being physically 

active and content on activity in natural and outdoor 

settings

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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Technologies

• Reduced content in Design and Technologies

• New content related to digital privacy and security in 

Digital Technologies

The Arts

• Refined organisation of content with new strand structure

• Improved consistency and clarity across all five Arts 
subjects

• Explicit and authentic inclusion of First Nations content and 
protocols

• Separate Foundation year based on play and imagination

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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Languages

• Improved coherence and consistency and clarity across 

the Languages curriculum structure for all 4 subjects

• Significant reduction in content 

General capabilities and 

Cross-curriculum priorities

• updated the learning continua for the general 

capabilities, and the organising ideas for the cross-

curriculum priorities 

• improved the relationship of the general capabilities and 

cross-curriculum priorities to learning area content.

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Version 8.4 
to 
Version 9.0
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Website



Australian 
Curriculum
Version 9.0 website

The Australian Curriculum, Version 9.0 
website includes key features to improve 
teachers’ ability to explore and plan using 
the curriculum

multiple learning 

areas side-by-side

3 dimensions of the 

Australian Curriculum

inline glossary 

alignment of

achievement standards 

to content descriptions

Website https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/


Selector tool
Select by learning area, general capability or cross-curriculum priority
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Achievement standards
Each statement links to content descriptions
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Alignment of content 
descriptions to 
achievement standard

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Content 
description 
alignment
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Inline 
glossary

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Key connections

Connections to general 
capabilities, cross-
curriculum priorities and  
learning areas

20

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M



21AC Year 3 – Example of 
STEM related content

Students will learn to

construct and use 
representations, including tables, 
simple column graphs and visual 
or physical models, to organise
data and information, show simple 
relationships and identify patterns

Version 9.0
content description 

Science

YEAR

3

Students will learn to 

recognise different types of 
data and explore how the 
same data can be represented 
differently depending on the 
purpose

Version 9.0
content description 

Digital Technologies

YEAR

3

Students will learn to 

create and compare different 
graphical representations of 
data sets including using 
software where appropriate; 
interpret the data in terms of 
the context

Version 9.0
content description 

Mathematics

YEAR

3



General capabilities
Key connections to learning areas
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Cross-curriculum priorities
Key connections to learning areas
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Key connections
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Curriculum planning and 
transitioning from 
Version 8.4 to 9.0



Getting started

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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• understand the intent of the <subject> 
curriculum 

• understand the structure of the 
curriculum

• understand how the content 
descriptions align to aspects of the 
achievement standard



Intent: Rationale, 
Aims, Key ideas 
and core concepts

See ‘Understand this learning area’

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Be clear on the intent of the curriculum you 
are planning for.

• Review the Rationale and Aims – 
‘Understand this learning’ section of the 
website

• Review the key ideas and/or core concepts 
for the learning area or subject 
(Note: not for all learning areas/subjects)



Understand this learning area
28



Technologies core 
concepts

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Structure

See ‘Understand this learning area’

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Review the structure of the curriculum

• Are there changes? 

• Is it presented in year or band levels?

• Are there strands and sub-strands?

• What’s the relationship between the 
strands?

• How does that impact planning 
teaching, learning and assessment?



Mathematics
Version 9.0

31
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A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Mathematical processes

The six content strands also specify content aimed at progressively developing 
students' knowledge and use of mathematical thinking, reasoning, problem-solving 

and investigation processes, including mathematical modelling, computational 
thinking, statistical investigation, probability experiments and simulations.

PROBABILITY
EXPERIMENTS AND 

SIMULATIONS

STATISTICAL 
INVESTIGATION 

PROCESS

MATHEMATICAL
MODELLING PROCESS

COMPUTATIONAL 
THINKING PROCESS



The Arts strands on the website

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Strands

Content descriptions



A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Flexible, cyclical and 
interrelated: 
The Arts four-strand 
structure AC: V 9.0

34



Downloads
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The purpose of this activity is to become familiar 
with the changes from Version 8.4 to Version 9.0.

• Download the Comparative document for a learning 
area or subject

• Review the content that has been combined, 
refined, split, removed, moved to another year or 
band or has had no change

Comparing Version 8.4 
to 9.0

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Activity 1

36



Achievement standards
37

• describe the expected achievement for students who have been taught 
the associated Australian Curriculum content for a particular year or band 
of schooling

• emphasise the depth of conceptual understanding, the sophistication of 
skills and the ability to apply essential knowledge expected of students

• present an ordered sequence of learning across F–10 where the difference 
between one standard and the next is clear.



The purpose of this activity is to consider the 
alignment between the content descriptions and the 
achievement standards and how that informs 
assessment planning. 

• In pairs, review an achievement standard and 
consider the alignment to the content descriptions

• Identify language, content or concepts that act as 
cues.

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Activity 2
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Alignment between 
achievement 
standards and content 
descriptions



Achievement standards
Each statement links to content descriptions

39

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Alignment of content 
descriptions to 
achievement standard

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Content 
description 
alignment

40



A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Backward 
mapping

41
Achievement standard

What aspects of the 
achievement standard 

will be targeted on 
multiple occasions?

Content descriptions

What is the related 
content and how do 
these relate to the 

achievement standard?

Teaching and learning 
opportunities

How will the 
unit/lessons be shaped 
to target aspects of the 
achievement standard?



A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Backward 
mapping
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Achievement standard

What aspects of the 
achievement standard 

will be targeted on 
multiple occasions?

Content descriptions

What is the related 
content and how do 
these relate to the 

achievement standard?

Teaching and learning 
opportunities

How will the 
unit/lessons be shaped 
to target aspects of the 
achievement standard?

Cross-curriculum priorities provide 
opportunities to enrich the content of the 

learning areas, where most appropriate and 
authentic, allowing students to engage with 

and better understand their world.



Purpose of assessment
43

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

The purpose of assessment is to establish and understand where students are at in their learning at a point 
in time:

• what they know, understand and can do

• ‘where they are up to’

It is the same purpose across all types of assessment

It informs next steps, the starting points for teaching and learning



In considering student achievement across a 
year/band level ...

44

within any year/band level there exists a range of prior achievement that a 
teacher takes into account when planning for teaching and learning 

there will be a range of actual achievement evident at a year/band level from high 
to low, excellent to poor

different students may demonstrate their achievement through different means.



Designing assessment 
45

Identify 
what a 
student 

knows and 
can do

Knowledge

Understanding

Skills

Identify cognitive 
requirements for 
students to demonstrate 
in their work

Identify a shared 
understanding or vision of 
what students are expected 
to know and be able to do

Emphasise what students 
typically demonstrate, including:
• application of knowledge
• depth of conceptual 

understanding
• sophistication of skills





A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Planning 
teaching and 
learning

47
What do we want our students 
to learn?

How does the school situation 
affect planning?

What is our agreed purpose and approach 
for teaching the curriculum in our school?

How do we develop a scope and sequence 
that addresses all curriculum requirements?

How do we develop effective units of work?

How do we teach to achieve improved outcomes for students?

How will we know if we are being effective in teaching this curriculum?

What evidence of student learning do we need to collect?



A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Teachers…

48

• when planning for teaching and learning, will 
account for current levels of learning of individual 
students and the different rates at which students 
develop 

• are able to personalise learning programs to take 
account of students’ learning needs, including for 
those with special education needs 

• will use a range of different assessment strategies 
to make consistent judgements about the extent 
and quality of each student’s achievement in 
relation to the Australian Curriculum achievement 
standards.



Activity 3

Facilitated planning: 
Targeted evaluation, 
planning and analysis

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Depending on your progress with curriculum planning or implementation, 
choose one of the following activities:



A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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The purpose of this activity is to plan the next steps 
for implementation when you return to school.

• Identify three to five actions for when you return to 
school to progress your planning.

Drafting short and 
mid-term actions

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Activity 4

52



AC V 9.0 
website 
Resources

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Image work 
samples

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Video work 
samples

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Professional Learning Hub
56

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Professional 
Learning Hub

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Structure
https://learning.acara.edu.au/

• Module 1 Australian Curriculum V 9.0
• Module 2 Australian Curriculum V 9.0: 

Key changes
• Module 3 Understand the learning area 

(under development)

https://learning.acara.edu.au/


Professional Learning Hub
58

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Curriculum 
connections

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Student 
Diversity

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Thank you

65

Subscribe to the ACARA update

ACARAeduau

ACARAeduau

ACARAeduau

@ACARAeduau and  
@ACARA_CEO

https://www.acara.edu.au/news-and-media/subscribe-to-acara-update
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